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Description of webinar 
Much work has investigated pathways and processes through which maternal sensitivity – 
mothers’ parenting behaviors that are appropriately attuned and contingently calibrated to meet 
children’s needs and experiences – influence early child development; however, less work has 
examined how sensitivity manifests, operates, and influences specific child psychopathology 
outcomes and trajectories in families featuring maternal alcohol dependence, and especially in 
situations when mothers are responding to children’s emotional distress (e.g., sadness, 
fearfulness, etc.). This 2-paper talk, informed by developmental psychology, family processes, 
and psychopathology frameworks discusses a) both broad and nuanced associations between 
maternal alcohol dependence and responsivity to child distress cues, and b) how these 
associations may uniquely affect children’s social-emotional functioning (e.g., engagement in  
adaptive coping strategies) and psychopathology across early childhood. 

 

 

To register (mandatory): Please use the following link: 
https://webropol.com/s/afinetwebinar 

Upon registration you will receive the Zoom/Teams link to participate in the Webinar. 

A recording of this webinar and the speaker's slides will be available on the AFINet website 
following this webinar. Future AFINet webinars are advertised on the AFINet website: 

http://www.afinetwork.info/ 
AFINet aims to: 
• bring together researchers, policymakers, practitioners, and experts through experience, 
• promote the well-being of family members, friends, and colleagues affected by or 

concerned about another person’s problems with or addiction to alcohol, drugs or 
gambling, and  

• develop research, policy, practice, and advocacy in the field. 

AFINet membership (free) is by application: 
http://www.afinetwork.info/members/apply-for-membership 
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